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To mapév évruto eoTiGlel OoTRV
Tapouciaon Twv OpAocswv Kal
TWV AQTOTEAEOHATWY TOU €PYOU
FIGARO otnv Ex\Gda, 6Tou n
ouvepyaoia Tng [lepipepeiakniq
‘Bvwong  Afuwyv  AvaTo\ikig
Makedoviag kai OpAkng pe
To Anpokpiteio [lavemioTiuio
©pdakng - eTaipwv TOU €Pyou
FIGARO - ATav 1diaitepa yoviun
KQl QTOTEAEOUATIK, OUPPBAA-
AovTag kaPoploTik& oTn Pek-
TIOTOTOINON TWV QMOTEAEOUA-
TWV KOl TN HEYIOTOTOINON TNG
di1adoong Toug evTOC KAl EKTOG
MNepipépeiag.

H Mepipepeiorn Bvwon Afuwv Avarohikng Makedoviag - @padkng (MEA
AM®), oe cuvepyaoia pe To Anuokoiteio MNavemoTApio ©odkng, kaBwe
KOl OAQ OKAONUAIKAT KAl €OEUVNTIKA 1IOOUUATA ATO  XWEES TNG
Eupwaikng "Evwong kai To lopanh, GG Kl KOPUPAIES ETAIPIEC OTOUG
Topei TNG OIAXEINIONS QYPOTIKNG TOPAYWYNS KAl TANOOPOPIKNG, TO
TEASUTAIQ TECOEOA XPOVIQ CUUUETEIXE OF EVQl KAIVOTOUO EOEUVNTIKO
goyo yvwoTO pe Ttov TiTho FICARO, TO Omoio oAoKANPWONKE TO
2emrepfpio Tou 2016.

To ¢pyo FIGARO eivar eva  egpeuvnTIKO

NY, Eupwaiko €pyo 1O omoio evTaxOnke oTO 7O
[Mooypapua - [\aIocIo via TNV €0guUva KAl TNV
é / Texvoroviky  ovomTuEn  (Seventh  Framework

Program), ouyxpnuatodoTtnOnke e omd  Tnv
Eupwaikn "Bvwon.

Baoikn dpaon Tou gpyou FIGARO Atav n avamTuén piag TAATPOPHOG
OPOEUONG OKEIPEIGC TOU EMTEETEl OTOUC KOANEOYNTES KAl TNV
eUPUTEPN KOIVOTATA VA eTWEPEANOOUV QO TIC TEXVONOYIKES eEENIEEIG
QIXUNG OTOV TOUEQ TNG QPOLUCNS KAI N OTOIA EXEl ATOOEIXTEl TWG
OUUPOREl CNUAVTIKG OTN PEATICTOTOINGN TS XENONG TOU OROEUTIKOU
VEQOU, OTN HEIWON TNG KATOVOAWONG EVEQVEIQS KOl TOU KOOTOUG
TOPAYWYNS KABWC kal TNV AUENON TNG TARAYWYIKOTATAS TOU VEQOU.

Baoikog poroc Tne MNEA AMO oTo mAaioio Tou gpyou NTav - diadoon
TNG XENONG TNG TEXVOAOYIKNG QUTNG KAIVOTOUIAIE OTOUG AYPOTES, TOUG
vewwovouq TOUC QOPEIC TOTIKNG KAl TEQIPEREIOKNG QUTODIOIKNONG KAl
EV YEVEI TQ TROCWTA KAl TOUG POPEIG TOU OPACTNRIOTOIOUVTAI OTOV
TOUEQ TNC VeEWPEYIAC Kkl OTn OIOXEINION TwY UOATIKWY TOPWY OTNV
Avarohikn Makedovia kai @po(m ETOI WOTE:

e VO peiwBsel TO Q\/OOT\KO KOOTOG Wapavwmq

e va auénBel n ayPOTIKN TOPAYWYN KAl

® VO TEPIOPIOTOUV O TEPIRAAOVTIKEG PAGRES TNG UTTELAVTANONG.
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The Regional Union of Municipalities of Eastern Macedonia - Thrace
(RUM EMT), in collaboration with the Democritus University of Thrace,
and other academic and research institutions from EU countries and
Israel, as well as leading companies in the field of agricultural produc-
tion management and Information Technologies, participated for the
four past years in an innovative research project entitled FICARO,
which ended in September 2016.

FICARO project is a European research project

NV under the FP7 - Framework for Research and
%f Technological Development (Seventh Framework
Program) - co-financed by the European Union.

Main activity of FICARO project was the development of a precise
irigation platform that allows growers and the wider community to
benefit from the cutting-edge technology developments in the irriga-
tion sector and which is proven to conftribute significantly to the opti-
mization of the use of irrigation water, to the reduction of energy
consumption and production costs and to the increase of water
productivity.

The role of RUM EMT included the dissemination of the use of this
technological innovation to farmers, agronomists, local and regional
governance organizations and generally entities active in the sectors
of agriculture and aquatic resource management of Eastern Mace-
donia and Thrace, in order to:

e reduce agricultural production costs,

e increase agricultural production and

e limit environmental damage of overpumping.
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GROW MORE WITH LESS

This publication focuses on the
presentation of FIGARO pro-
ject activities and results in
Creece, where the Regional
Union of Municipalities of Eas-
tern Macedonia-Thrace and
the Democritus University of
Thrace - as project partners -
had very fruitful and efficient
cooperation, contributing
significantly to the optimiza-
tion of the results and the
impact maximization within and
outside the Region.



ANAMTY=H NMAAT®OPMAX EYEAIKTHZ KAl
AKPIBOYZ APAEYZHZ TlA TH BEATIXTH XPH2H
NEPQOY XE EMNINMEAO AIFPOTIKHZ KAAAIEPTEIAZ

H QWOTS)\EOUGTIKﬁ KQl QWOE)OT\m XONon Tou vspoU OTQ CUOTNUATA
O(péeuor]q EIVaI KOIOIUNG onp(}omq VIO TNV OelpOPO avammTuén ™S
yewpyiag, Tnv ETFIOITIOTIKF] O(och(%aor KQI TN OUVONKN  OIKOVORIKN
avamTuén, 10IWC UTO TO TPIOUA TNG TAYKOOUIOC auénong Tou
TANOUOUOU,  TNC KANUATIKNG  OAQYNSG KOl TNG  QVTOYWVIOTIKNG
(N"TNONG TOU VEPOU QOO GANOUC TOPEIC TNG OIKOVOUIOC.

H psiwpevn 6|Q@€O|uOTnTQ TOU YAUKOU VEPOU VIO TN YEWPEYIA KaI TO
au&nuevo evepyaomo KOOTOC QTOTENEI TTOOKANON KAI TROTEQAIOTNTA
VIO TIC ETOUEVEC VEVIEC.

>10 mhaioio Tou goyou  FIGARO  avamTuxOnke pIa  TACTOOOUO
dpéeuom( OKQIBSI'O(Q TOU  EMTOETEI oTOUC KOANEQYNTEC KAl TNV
EUQUTEQF] KOlvomTO( VO ETWPEANOOUY OO TIC TEXVONOVIKEC EENIEEIC
QIXUNG OTOV TOWEQ TNG QpésuOng H W)\QT(DOQUQ FIGARO Behtiwvel v
ATOOOTIKOTNTA TNS XENONG VEQOU, EVW PEIWVEI TO KOOTOG TORAYWYNG
o¢ emmed0 AYPOTIKNG KONNIEDYEITC.

To cUotnua utrooTeiéng apdeuong FICARO emTpeter oToOUC
KOANIEQYNTEC VO AEJIOTOINCOUY EUKOAD  TQl  TTAEOVEKTNUOTO
TNG TEXVONOVIAC QIXUNG OTnv  OpOeuon pe OKOTO TN
BerTIOTOTOINON TNG XENONG TOU VEPOU OTA QYOOKTAHOTO
Touc. H efoikovounon vepoU WEENEl TOUC KOANEOYNTES, TNV
eUPUTEON KOIVOTATO KAl TO  TEPIPOAOY, OXxI HOVO  OIOTI
BeEATILVEI TNV TTARAYWYIKOTATA TWV KOANEOVEIWY, OMO KAl
emeidn  e€oo@ON(el  OTIC €TOWPEVEC VEVIEC TNV OIATOOPIKN
QOPANEIT KOI TNV TEQIPOANOVTIKN TOIOTNTAL.
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DEVELOPMENT OF FLEXIBLE AND PRECISE
IRRIGATION PLATFORM TO IMPROVE FARM-SCALE
WATER PRODUCTIVITY

The efficient and effective use of water in irrigation systems is of
critical importance for sustainable agricultural development, food
security and overall economic growth, particularly in the view of the
global population increase, climate change and competitive
demand for water from other sectors of the economy.

The decreased availability of freshwater for agriculture and the
increased energy costs constitute a challenge and a main priority for
the next generations.

Within FICARO project, a precise - irrigation platform that allows
growers and the wider community to benefit from cutting - edge
developments in irrigation technology was developed. The FICARO
platform improves the efficiency of water use at farm scale level while
it reduces the production cost at farm-scale.

The  FIGARO  irrigation
support  system  allows
growers to easily harness
the power of cutting-edge
irrigation  technology, in
order to optimize the use of
water in their farms. This
water saving benefits the
growers, the wider communi-
ty and the environment, not
only because it improves
the farm productivity, but
also because it contributes
to food security and envi-
ronmental quality.
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Meta amd  TeoOgoa  XPOvia  avamTuéng  kai  OOKIWWY,  TQl
amoTeréopaTa £0eifav OTI N mMAaTPopua  apdeuong FIGARO
OuPBGAEl CNUAVTIKO:

o > THBEATRTONOIHZH THX XPHXH2 TOY APAEYTIKOY NEPOY
o > THBEATRTONOIHZH THX KATANAAQSH>. ENEPTEIA>
e 2 THN AY=HXH THX MAPATQINKOTHTAXZ TOY NEPOY

H miareoppa FIGARO cuiéyel OedOpEVa OXETIKG UE TO KAILO,
TO £DQPOC KAI TIC KOMIEQVEIEC ATO  QIOONTNOESC  UYPAOIOG
eOAPOUC KAl PETEWPONOVIKOUC OTAOUOUC. 2T OUVEXEID, N
eme€epyaoia Twyv  OeOOPEVWY QUTWY  VIVETAI HE TN XENON
UTTOAOVIOTIKWY  EQYOREIWV TEORAeWNS kaipou, 100Luyiou VEOOU
KQI LOVTEAWY QvOTTUENG QUTOU Of TTOOYUATIKO XPOVO. 2TO
TENOC, N TTAATPOPUA TTAPEXEI OKOIPEIC CUOTAOEIC OXETIKA UE TO
TOOO KaI TOTE O aypoTec Oa  mEemel va  apdeUoOouV. O
OUOTNUO EVAI  EUENIKTO KOl OOUNUEVO €TOI WOTE Ol VEEQ
TEXVONOVYIEC KAl TA QYOOVOUIKO HOVTEAO VA UTTOPOUV VOl
evowpatwOoulv  elkora oty maateopua FICARO «kai o
KOANEQYNTEC VO UTTOOOUV VA TTOOCOPUOLOUV TO OUCTNPO WOTE
VO QVTOTOKQIVETAI OTIC ATOWIKEG TOUC QVOVKEC.

[MNQ3 AEITOYPTEI

To ouoTtnua avamTuxOnke kal OOKILAOTNKE VIO TEOOEOA GUVEXN XOOVIa
ot |l TeipauaTIKOUC aypous Ot OIQPOPETIKESG XWOECS, KAUATONOVIKEG
ouvOnkeg, 00PN KAl OIOPOPETIKEC UOPOROOEC KOAANEOVEIEC, VIO VOl
OIGOPONCTEI N ATOTEAECUATIKOTNTA TNG TAATPOOUAC KO Of HEYOREG
AuvVaTOTNTEG OPEAOUC TTOU TOEOKUTITOUV QIO TN XOENON TNG YIA TOUG
KOANIEQYNTEC.

>1nv EANada n MIAOTIKN epapuoyn TEAYUATOTOINONKE OF ETIAEYUEVOUC
aypoug o1o Nopd =avOng umd TOvV CUVTOVIOPO TOU /ANHOKQITEIOU
[NavemoTnuiou ©oaKnC.

MPOrNQzH

MAATOOPMA METEQPOAOTIKOI
FIGARO ZTAOMOI
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After four years of development and testing, the results illustrated
that the FIGARO irrigation platform significantly contributes to the:

®  OPTIMISATION OF THE USE OF IRRICATION WATER
¢ OPTIMISATION OF ENERGY CONSUMPTION
® INCREASE OF WATER PRODUCTIVITY

The FICARO platform collects climate, soil and crop data cap-
tured by soil water sensors and meteorological stations, which
is then fed into weather forecasting, hydraulic and crop models,
using forecasted data in real-time. The platform provides
accurate recommendations on how much and when growers
should irrigate. The system is modular and flexible, so that new
technologies and agronomic models can be casily integrated
into the FICARO platform and growers can customize the
system to meet their individual needs.

SN¥OM 1 MOH

The system was developed and tested for four consecutive years in 1
experimental fields in different countries, climate conditions, soils and
diverse water consuming crops, in order to ensure effectiveness of the
platform and significant benefits arising from its use for growers.

In Creece, the pilot implementation was conducted in selected fields in
the Regional Unit of Xanthi and was coordinated by the Democritus
University of Thrace.

WEATHER
FORECAST

FIGARO
PLATFORM STATIONS
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/\O(pBO(VOVTO(q Uwéwr] OTI  OTnV
EUPUTEPN TEPIOXN TNG AVOTONKNG
Makedoviag - OpOKNG  KOANIED-
youvtar tmepimou 500.000 oTpeu-
poTa  TOTIOTIKO  PopPok, N
eCoikovounon 100 kp. vepou ava
OTPEUUa  AopPavovrac Tnv  idIa
TAPAYWYN, HEOW TNG TACTPOOUOC
FICGARO, avtioToixel ot eEOIKOVO-
pnon S0 ekOTOPPUPIWY K. VEQOU
QVQ KAANIEQYNTIKN TERIODO.

Me Bdon Ta CX'ITOTS)\éOLJQTO TOU
Tp|8Touq 1T8|pcxuc1Toc TTDOKU'ITTEI
OTl  &vag vaomc O OT0oIOG
OiaPeTel pia ektoon 100 oTpep-
LOTWY, OPOEUONEVN HE OTOYOVIOIQ,
OTAV ~ XPNOIUOTOIEl TNV TAOT-
popua FICARO pmopeel va peiwoel
TNV KOTOVOAWON  VEQOU  TrEQI-
TOU KOTO! 10.000 K.,
SEOIKOVOULDVTQQ r])\aKTpmﬁ svépyao
afioc mavw amo [.000 €, svw N
usTO(BO(or] Qmo  TOV spwapmo
TOOTO OEOEUCNC HE KATAIOVIOHO
(kavov) oe oTAYdnV Gpdeuon oe
ouvdUOOHO [E TNV XPNON TNG
moTeopuoc  FIGARO  amodidel
operoc mepimou 3.400 €.

To Epyaompio Okoroyikng Mnxavikng & Texvoroyiag Tou TunuaTog
Mnxavikwy [epipaiovTog Tou AnuokpiTeiou [NavemoTnuiou ©pdkng,
OTO TAQIOIO TNG CUUWETOXNG TOU OTO EUpWTQiKO €0suvVNTIKO £OYO
FICARO e€etaoe tTnv SuvaToOTNTA QAPPOYNG TAATPOPUAS QPOEUONG
akpiPeiac oto Bappdk (roknia Pioneer ST402), ot TRIETEC TEIPAPC
TTOU TPAYUATOTOINONKE Ot TAOTIKO AyPO 20 OTEEUUATWY OTO XWEIO
Mayiko Tou Nopou =avOng, otnv [Mepipgpeia AvaTorikng Makedoviag
KQl @pdmc O aypog xwpiomKs ot £ 1T8|po<po<T|Kd QYQOTEde\O(
(MA) ektaong 3,33 OTpsppoTu)v EKOOTO, OTA OTOIA EPAPUOCTNKE
SIOPOPETIKN OTEATNYIKN GPOsUONG. AUTOG O TEOTTOG 6|Q|psong edwoe
™ duvaToTNTa VQ exsyx@a N emidpaon NG OTpQanmq apdeuoNg
oTnV KO(TO(VOO\u)on VEQOU KAl oty Tapaywyn Tou Bapfakiou. va
Exova | (DOIVETQI QVONUTIKO O TROTTOC OPOEUONG TWV 'ITEIQQLJC(T\K(UV
aypoTepayiwv (MA) kai n diaraén Toug oToV MAOTIKO QYEO.

>tallA 1, 2, 3 epopuooTnre otaydnv apdsuon evw oTta 1A 4, 5, 6
QEOEUON pe  KATAIOVIOPO. EMIMTAEOV, O TPOYPAUUOATIONOS  TNG
opdeuong Twv [1A2 kai TTAS gyive pe xonon Tou CUCTAUOTOS AWNG
amopaonc Onhadn opdeuon akpiPeiag, Twy A3 kar [TAG pe v
EUTTEIDIKN TTOAKTIKN TOU aypoTn, evw oTa [TA 1 kar [1A4 enpappéomrxe
eNeILOTIKN Opdeuon. Ta O(]TOTE)\EOLJQTQ edeiéav OTI N XPNON TNG
TAQTPOPUAS OF ouvéuqouo pe TN xpnon ouompowwv oTAYONV
QEOEUONG  PTTOPE! VO SWITUXSI quavamomm vepou ion pe 0.96
ka/m* Cxnua 10), evw OTav n TOoOTNTA VEPOU TTOU QpéEUTﬂKE e
paon Tnv vmwoppa FICARO ouykoiOnke pe Tnv TTOOOTF]TO( TOU
XONOIOTIOINOE O YEWEYOS via va apdeUoel eptreioika (e T xonon
OUOTAUATOC KATAIOVIOUOU) PEeOnke var eival kOTA 32% pIKOOTEEN
(xnua 1B) (Tsakmakis et al, 2016; Water Resources Management; In
press).

Eikova 1. Opyavwon Tou TeipapaTikou aypou

Figure 1. Arrangement of the experimental field
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The Laboratory of Ecological Engineering and Technology of the
Department of Environmental Engineering of DUTH, in the framework of
its participation in the European research project FICARO, examined
the possibility of applying the precision irrigation platform in cotton
crops (Pioneer ST402 variety), in a three-year experiment conducted
in an experimental field of 2 ha in the Maghiko village in Xanthi
Regional Unit, in the Region of Eastern Macedonia and Thrace. The
field was divided in six experimental sub - plots (SP), of 0.33 ha each
and a different irrigation strategy was applied to each of them. This
method of division allowed to test the effect of irrigation strategy
both in water consumption and production of cotton. Figure | shows
in detail the irrigation method applied to each sub plot (SP) and
their arrangement on the test field.

In SPs 1, 2, 3 drip irrigation was applied, while the 4, 5, 6 SPs were
irrigated with a canon (sprinkler) system. Moreover, the irrigation
scheduling of SP2 and SP5 was based on the Decision Support
System meaning Precise lrrigation. In SP3 and SP6, the irrigation
scheduling was based on the farmers own experience, while in SP]
and SP4 the Deficit Irrigation was applied. The results indicated that
the use of the platform in combination with the usage of drip irriga-
fion systems can achieve water productivity equal to 0.96 kg/m?
(Figure 1a), while when the amount of irrigated water based on
FICARO platform was compared with the amount used by the far-
mer's empirical way (using a sprinkler system), it was found to be 32%
lower (Figure 1b) (Tsakmakis et al. 2016, Water Resources Manage-
ment, In Press).
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Figure 1. a) Saving water in SP on the consumption of water irrigation of SP6
(Irigation based on Experience, Sprinklers), b) Water Productivity of SPs.
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Taking into consideration that in
the Region of Eastern Macedonia -
Thrace about 500,000 hectares of
imigated cotfton are cultivated,
saving 100 m® of water per acre
while having the same production
using FIGARO platform, leads to
saving a total of 50 milion m® of
water per growing season.

According to the results of the
three-year experiment, a farmer
owning an area of 10 ha irrigated
with a drip system, by switching to
the use of FIGARO platform, could
decrease the water consumption
roughly at 10,000 m?, saving elec-
tricity worthing for more than
1,000 €. Also, the transition from the
empirical irrigation method with a
sprinkler (canon) irrigation system,
to a drip irrigation combined with
the use of FICARO platform yields,
drives to about 3,400 € profit.



O POAOZX THX MNEPIDEPEIAKHZ ENQ>HX
AHMQN ANATOAIKHX MAKEAONIAX KAl
©PAKHZ 2TO EPTO FIGARO

H lMepipegpeiarn "Bvwon Anuwv Avarohikng Makedoviag kar ©pakng
(MEA AMO) eixe w¢ PACIKO QVTIKEIUEVO UNOTTOINONG OTO TAGICIO TOU
FICARO, tnv mpoPol) TOU ¢€oyou kai Tn OIad0oCn  Twv
QMOTEAEOUATWY  TOU  OTOUC  TENKOUG  XONOTEC KAl AOITOUC
evdiopepopevoug oty [epipepsia AvaTorikng  Makedoviag  kai
OPAKNC.2TO TAQICIO QUTO OPYAVWOE KOl UNOTTOINOE

e TEVTE EVNHEQWTIKEC ekONAWOEIC - Wi ava  [lepipepeiakn
Evotnta - oTic omois¢  TPOOKANONKAY KO  OUPPETEIXQV
QYPOTEC, VYEWTOVOl, QOPEIC  TOTIKNG KA TEQIPEOEIOKNG
QUTOOIOIKNONG KAl &V VEVEl TOEOCWTA KAl (POPEIC TTOU
OPACTNEIOTOIOUVTAI OTOV TOUEQ TNG VEWQEYIAS KAl OTN
dlaxeipion Twv UOATIKWY TOPWY KAl

e QU0 OUVAVTNOEIC EOYACIOC HE TN OUUUETOXN EKTOOOWTWY
OIAXEIDIOTIKWY OPXWY, OPYQVIOUWY KO TFEQIPEDEICKWY POPEWV
™¢ AvaTolikng Makedoviag kol Qpakng We kevToIKn Oeuamikn
v a&ioToinon Twy amoTereopaTwy Tou gpyou FIGARO oe
TEQIPEPEIOKO KA EOVIKO emiTed0O yIQ TNV TELAITEOW DIAdOON
NG YEWPEVIAS OKOIPEIOC TOOC OPENOC TNG EVIOXUONG TNG
TOTIKNG QYPOTIKNG OIKOVOUIOK.

Emimieov, pe yvwpova Tnv eupuTepn TEORONN Tou gpyou, n NEA AMO
TOOEPN OTO  OXedIAOUO  TANPOPOPIAKOU  UNKOU  OTNV  EAANVIKA
YAWOOQ, TO OTOIO TEPIENGPAVE TPIMTTUXQ  EVNUECWTIKA EVTUTIQ,
agpioec, evTuta Tapouciaong T maateopuac FICARO ka. To ev
ANOYW UNKO OIaTEONKE PECW  EMIAEYUEVWY ONueiwv Ot ON TNV
Mepipepeia Avatonkng  Maokedoviag  kar  Opdkne.  [Nopahnha,
EVNUEQWTIKO  UMKO  e0TGAN  OTIC  AIOXEIDIOTIKEG  ADXES,  TIC
[Mepipepeiokeg AicuBivoeig kar Tig Ymneeoieg [NooyoauuaTiopou ko
AypOTIKNG AVO"ITTU&F]C TOUG Aﬁpouq TQ  OKaONUGIKa  IOPUUATA,
EMAEYUEVOUG QOQEIC KAl Opyaviopoug, kaBwe kai oTic Evwoeig
Ayp0T|va 2 UVETQIPIOUWY AVO(ToNKr]q MOKE@OWQQ KOl @po(mc Mia
OTOxsupevr] paéloq)wwm KQUTTAVIQ pe svr]pepwﬂm UNVULATA YIQ TO
EOYO OUVEPQAE €mONG OTNV €UPUTERN EVNUEQWON TOU TOTIKOU
TANOUOLOU TNG ﬂspupspslac

Texog, n TIEA AMO @povTios va cupPaiiel oty UAOTIOINON TOU
ouvorikou gpyou FIGARQG, ouppsTexovmq svspyq OTO OUVOAO TWwV
OIOKOATIKWY OPACEWY KQI TEXVIKWY CUVAVTNOEWY TOU £QYOU OTNV
EXAGOQ ka1 TO eEWTEPIKO.

H a&omoinon Twyv amoTeAeCPaTWY
Tou gpyou FICARO kai n emektaon
TNG TAOTIKAG TOU E£QOPUOYNG OF
LEYONUTEQEC €KTAOEIC KAI TEQIO-
OOTEQEC KOM\Iép\(SISC ot emmedo
Hspwepaqc QVOIYEl  VEEC TPO-
OTTIKEG VIO TNV swoxuor] ™G
TOTIKNG QYPOTIKNG OIKOVOUIAS g
0ePAOPO OTIC QPXEC TNG AEIPOPIAG
KOl TG TEOOTACIAS TOU TEQI-
parovTog oty AvaTolikn Make-
dovia  kai  ©Opadkn.  Tlpoog v
kaTeuBOuvon auTn, N avalnTnon KAl
N a&omoinon  Twy  KATOAMNAWY
XPNUOTOOOTIKWY EQYANEIWY QTOTE-
Al TPWTOPXIKO OTOXO via Tnv [epipepeiokn Bvwon  Anuwy
AvaTohikng Makedoviag kol ©paknc.

Euayyehog Aapmarng
MNooedpog MNEA AMO
(Aruopxog AreEavdooUToANG)




THE ROLE OF THE REGIONAL UNION OF
MUNICIPALITIES OF EASTERN MACEDONIA
AND THRACE IN FIGARO PROJECT

The main activities developed by the Regional Union of Municipali-
ties of Eastern Macedonia and Thrace (RUM EMT) within FICARO
project included the promotion of the project and its results to the
end-users and other interested parties in the Region of Eastern
Macedonia and Thrace.

In this framework, it organized and implemented

e five information events - one in each of the Regional Units - with
the participation of farmers, agronomists, organizations of local
and regional governance, as well as other stakeholders active
in the sectors of agriculture and water resource management
and

e two technical meetings with the participation of representatives
of managing authorities, organizations and regional bodies of
the Eastern Macedonia and Thrace, emphasizing the valoriza-
tion of the project results in regional and national level, aiming
to further promote and disseminate the precise irrigation method
to the benefit of the local agricultural economic growth.

Considering the wider promotion of the project, the Regional Union
of Municipdalities of Eastern Macedonia and Thrace proceeded to
design and disseminate the relevant information and publicity
material in Greek, which included threefold brochures, posters,
leaflets for the presentation of FIGARO platform etc. The above
mentioned material was placed and allocated in selected points
in the Region of Eastern Macedonia and Thrace. Meanwhile, infor-
mational material was sent to Managing Authorities, Regional
Directories and Departments of Planning and Rural Development,
Municipalities, academic institutions, selected authorities and
organizations, as well as Unions of Agricultural Cooperatives
located in the Eastern Macedonia and Thrace. A targeted radio
campaign with informative messages about the project contribu-
ted also to the wider awareness of the local population in the
area.

Finally, the RUM EMT contributed to the overall implementation of
FIGARO project, by actively participating in all of the transnational
activities and technical meetings of the project in Creece and
abroad.

The valorization of the project results and the expansion of the
pilot application in wider areas and more cultivations at @
regional level, unlocks new potential for the enhancement of
the local rural economy, respecting the main principles of
sustainability and environmental protection in Eastern Mace-
donia and Thrace. Towards this direction, the research and
the valorization of adequate financing instruments constitutes
a primary goal for the Regional Union of Municipalities of
Eastern Macedonia and Thrace.

Evangelos Lampakis
President of RUM EMT
(Mayor of Alexandroupoli)

REGIONAL UNION OF MUNICIPALITIES
OF EASTERN MACEDONIA - THRACE
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SNAPSHOTS OF THE INFORMATIVE ACTIVITIES

IN THE EASTERN MACEDONIA AND THRACE
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TO MAPON EITPA®O EXEI AHMIOYPIHOEI ME
THN OIKONOMIKH ENIZXYZH THX
EYPQIMAIKHZ ENQZHZ. TO TEPIEXOMENO
TOY TAPONTOX EITPA®OY EINAI >THN
ATOKAEIZTIKH EYOYNH THX KOINOIMPAZIAX
TOY FIGARO KAl AEN MIOPEI ZE KAMIA
MNEPINTQXH NA OEQPHOEI OTI
ANTIKATOMTPIZEl GEZEIZ THE EYPQIAIKHE
ENQZHZ.

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN PRODUCED WITH
THE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE OF THE
EUROPEAN UNION. THE CONTENTS OF THIS
DOCUMENT ARE THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY
OF THE FIGARO CONSORTIUM AND CAN
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES BE REGARDED
AS REFLECTING THE POSITION OF THE
EUROPEAN UNION.



